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A Spelling Bee at Speas Global Elementary
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Fourth-grader Makenzie Beard 
has a new favorite word – “tartan.”

That’s the word she spelled 
correctly to win the school spelling 
bee at Speas Global Elementary

“I feel good – pretty happy,” 
Makenzie said, “and I am proud of 

everyone else.”
Earlier in the competition, she 

was a little worried after missing 
“emitting.” With the bee having a 
double-elimination format, though, 
she was able to miss that word, keep 
competing, and go on to win.

Makenzie enjoys learning how 
to spell words.

“I also love it because spelling 

gets you far in life,” she said.
Saige Byers, who is in the 

third grade, placed second. With 
“wreaked” being the second word 
she missed, it was her undoing. That 
was not a problem.

 “Second is fine,” Saige said.
Her favorite word is super-

califragilisticexpialidocious,” and 
she plans to grow up to become a 

surgeon.
“I think being a surgeon helps 

people, and I like helping people,” 
she said.

Sixteen students in grades 
three, four and five who won the 
bees in their classes competed. On 
the morning of Friday Dec. 10, 
everyone gathered in the media 
center for the school bee.

Chris Runge, the Executive 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications for Winston-
Salem/Forsyth County Schools, had 
come over to pronounce the words 
and to give students a sentence that 
used the word.

Runge does that at the WS/FCS 
District Bee as well, and, afterward, 
he told Makenzie he looked forward 
to seeing her there in February.

 Diane Wooten is the teacher 
assistant who organized the Speas 

bee. Serving as judges were Tisha 
Kadlac, the Media Coordinator; 
Alexander Prieto Rios, the AIG 
(Academically Intellectually Gifted) 
Catalyst; and Kaelyn McIver, an 
Instructional Facilitator. Liz Eagle, 
the Testing & Tech Assistant, took 
care of such technical details as 
sound.

Before the bee formally began, 
Runge had each of the contestants 
come up and spell a simple word 
such as “dog” and “cat” so they 
could get comfortable with the 
logistics of walking up, pulling 
down their mask, and speaking into 
a microphone.

Once the bee started at 9 a.m., 
dogs and cats stuck around by making 
appearances in the sentences that 
went with each word. For example, 
in the sentence for “cuddle,” a girl 

likes large dogs because there is 
more of them to cuddle. And it will 
come as no surprise that a cat made 
an appearance in the sentence for 
“sardine.”

Other sentences gave listeners 
lots to visualize as the visited a 

Winston Salem Indians President, Sandra Denise Green was inducted into America’s Youth 
Football and Cheer Hall of Fame on a recent trip to Florida.
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On December 6, 2021, Carver celebrated the reopening of the newly renovated Alfred Poe 
Gymnasium. Alfred Poe was a great legendary high school basketball coach and a teacher.
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Find a way to stay around and answer the 
call. In business you never know who or 
when the next customer is going to show 
up. The one thing we do know is that they 
don’t come when we want them to come. 
If you plant a seed today and it grows three 
years down the road make sure that the 

business is still around to reap the benefit. 
This isn’t an easy task by any means, but 
it’s possible. How do I do that Joe? Go to 
work on your business every day, whether 
there is a customer or not. As long as you 
want to keep your business going then there 
will always be work to be done. Money is 

important, but it’s not the only thing that 
matters in your business. Find a way to stay 
around and study your business every day. 
What do you need to do for the business? 
What do you want to change? Put the work 
in daily and you will be around when the 
customer shows up. 

Speas Global Spelling Bee
Continued from page 1

“tidy” bedroom in their imaginations 
and watched water “gushing” out of 
an aquarium after a hole was made 
in the glass.

Students did quite well, and 

it was 20 minutes before the first 
contestant was eliminated. As 
words became more challenging 
and they missed a second word, 
more students were eliminated.

It was not yet 10 a.m. when 
Makenzie was named the winner.

Earlier, with some time before 
the bee started, students and adults 
were invited – for fun – to share 
their favorite word.

Fifth-grader Jackie Mitchell 
chose “dog.”

“Because I have a lot of them 
and I like the animal,” Jackie said.

She has three dogs. Allie and 

Shiloh are Shih Tzus and Samson is 
a pit bull.

Fifth-grader Martinae Mosely 
chose “amazing.”

“I feel like everybody is 
amazing,” she said.

Some people like their word for 
its meaning. Others like the way it 

sounds.
Principal Robert Ash chose 

“serenity.”
“I do like things to smooth along 

calmly,” he said.
Assistant principal Paul 

Pressley chose “pulchritudinous,” 
and Katiana Desgrottes, a High 
Point University student serving as 
an administrative intern at Speas, 
chose “flabbergasted.” 

Speas is an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) school, and 
Katryna Jacober, the IB Coordinator 
who was zipping around helping in 
whatever ways she could, chose 
“serendipity.”

McIver chose “bogart.”
“I just like using it,” she said.
No. 2 on her list is “facetious.”
“I like that one, too,” Kadlac 

said. 
At first, Wooten chose 

“delicious.” 
“Some of my favorite foods are 

the most delicious,” she said
Later, she came back to say, she 

appreciates the word “caring” even 
more.

“I like to care for other people 
and do what I can to make other 
people’s lives better.” 

The contestants and their grades 
were:

Madison Wagoner (five)
Martinae Mosely (four)
Tel’lyan Carter (three)
Jackie Mitchell (five)
Warren Ritchie (four)
Kolby Anderson (four)
Caleb Sparrow (five)
Ursula Santana (four)
Leilani Collins (three)
Aubrey Smith (three)
Makenize Beard (five)
Daniel Ou (three)
Nylah Coleman (five)
Zaylen Shores (three)
Saige Byers (three)
Conor McCrory (three)
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FORSYTH COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE GIVING BACK

7th Championship Ring
Dudley wins its 7th state football title. Friday, December 11th, 2021

Special To W Times

The Forsyth County 
Sheriff’s Office is proud 
to serve such a caring 
community. We know that 

many families lack the 
resources to buy gifts for 
their children this holiday 
season. We partnered with 
the Housing Authority of 
Winston-Salem (HAWS) 

to plan a Christmas 
Celebration event, asking 
community members 
and partners to donate 
toys or make monetary 
donations.

Employees of the 
Truliant Member Contact 
Center (MCC) eagerly 
responded to our call 
to action, individually 
purchasing gifts to give 
to children at the HAWS 
Christmas Celebration 
(planned for December 
18th). Hearing about the 
generosity of its MCC 
employees, Truliant 
Foundation donated 
a check for $2,500 
to Forsyth Economic 
Ventures (HAWS’s 
501(c)3) to ensure that 
every family attending 
the Christmas Celebration 
would benefit from the 
holiday cheer.

Representatives from the Truliant Member Contact Center (MCC), Truliant Foundation, Housing Authority of Winston-
Salem, and the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office

Dudley beat J.H Rose 69 to 40 which 
created a new record for most points 
scored in a high school title game.
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Lee Staton (HAWS), Atticus Simpson (Truliant Foundation), Sheriff Bobby 
Kimbrough, Kevin Cheshire (HAWS), Susan Frye (FCSO)


